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New CWC Ambassador Program

Congratulations to Cathy Johns and 
Dr. Doug Valek, our CWC Ambassadors. 
This is a designation that will go to a 
handful of our most dedicated and 
hard-working volunteers, those who go 
above and beyond by giving countless 
hours to support our work in land 
protection, stewardship, fundraising, 
r e c re a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d 
education. Thank you Cathy and Doug 
for all you do. You both truly deserve to 
be called CWC Ambassadors.

New Signage Continues to Go Up 
We have been working hard to get our new standardized signage up. You will now find it on our five 
most visited preserves.

Hall’s Lake Natural Area
Each of the three preserves, 
N e e l y , K a b a n a a n d 
Schaftenaar, as well as the 
larger Hall’s Lake Natural Area 
sign were installed recently.

Quigley Creek Natural Area
The main sign at Quigley Creek 
Natural Area is installed. 
Rehabilitating the trails is a 
future project.

Hall’s Lake Eagle Scout Project
Eagle Scout candidate 
Ryan Johns and his Boy 
Scout Troop and other 
i n t e r e s t e d h e l p e r s 
installed fourteen way 
finding signs along nearly 
t w o m i l e s o f t ra i l s 
throughout the Hall’s Lake 
Natural Area. These small 
s i gns are a per fect 
c o m p l e m e n t t o t h e 
subdued sign scheme 
there and will make it easy 
for visitors to know where they are along the trail system. We are very glad 
that Ryan chose to do his Eagle Scout project to benefit visitors to our preserves.
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  Random Notes

Invasive Species. It is prime season for many of our invasive (destructive, 
non-native) plants. Like our colleagues around the Saginaw Bay and Muskegon 
River watersheds, we are engaged in an effort to control and eradicate them 
from our properties. One that we have been working on for some time is the 
pervasive Autumn Olive. Now two more intruders are showing up in the middle 

of the state, Purple Loosestrife and Phragmites. The key to elimination of the 
newcomers is to hit them hard and often, before they become widespread. You 
can help to pinpoint the locations of these and other invasive species by 
using your smart phone to report to the Midwest Invasive Species 
Information Network. A Google search will lead you to their site. Identifying 

where the problems exist is the first step toward finding funding to eliminate 
them.

Part of a Larger Whole. I have just returned from another annual National Land 
Conservation Conference (commonly called Rally), this one held in Providence, RI. 

Rally is an opportunity for land conservation practitioners to gather together for workshops to learn new skills, for 
field trips to see what others are doing, to network, and to celebrate what we have done as a whole. It’s a 
humbling, yet reenergizing experience, being together with 1,400 or so of one’s peers and colleagues. There are more 
than 1,700 conservancies, or land trusts, as they are called in most of the country, and the diversity of size and 
mission and service areas is amazing. There are land trusts running farmer’s markets and preserving historic grist 

mills and providing urban garden spaces. And there are land trusts protecting large tracts of farm and ranch land 
and scenic views and important wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities. There are land trusts that work in 
a single small village and land trusts that work globally. Perhaps the most encouraging take-home idea of all is 
knowing and seeing that we, as individual organizations, are part of a larger community dedicated to keeping alive 
the connection between people and the land in whatever way is most fitting for us all. 

Comfort Food for the Heart.  I never tire of walking the trails at our preserves, though I confess I don’t get the 
chance to do it at a leisurely pace as often as I would like. It’s nice to share nature with others, to introduce 

newcomers to the wonders of a funnel spider web or the haunting cry of a wood duck. But I also treasure my 
moments of solitude, those times when I can simply poke along and let myself be drawn by whatever pulls. I like 
to sit atop the hill at the Schaftenaar Preserve and imagine I can feel the earth slowly rebounding like a wrung-
out sponge after eons of mile-thick ice have been lifted from the surface. I was on my belly the other day along 
a trail, marveling at some of the most primitive of plants on the forest floor, club mosses, and thinking how 

they create a forest of their own, at a different scale. Here I was, somewhere between the summit of the hill 
and the floor of the forest, and a sense of belonging came naturally to me. I felt a part of the web of life all 
around me. I wasn’t concerned about the often frenetic demands of living in the new millennium. Rather, I was 
refreshed, renewed, soothed by the slow and steady flow of the natural world around me. I sat there with an 
indefinable feeling of well-being, and a bit of sadness at not being able to linger longer.

Go out and try it yourself. Take a little time to walk a trail at nature’s pace. Find what pulls you. You see, we are 
all tied to the land, even if we haven’t experienced it lately. If you give the land a chance, it will speak to you, too, 
in a primal way that will amaze you, and that will show you why we can never give up our link to the natural 
world.
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President’s Statement

    Donor’s Intent

It seems like yesterday that Gary Collins placed a conservation easement on his family property west of Harrison. But in 
reality a whole lot of yesterdays have passed since then – and unfortunately, so has Gary. His untimely death caused the 
319 acre property to go up for sale. Some potential buyers were not a good fit. After a while you just know who ‘gets it’ 
about conservation easements. You know who is likely to honor the agreement without question. You know who will live up 
to the agreement and help honor the donor’s intent.

That donor intent is a big part of our commitment as an organization. In Gary’s case he was explicit that he wanted the 
land to be available for agriculture, but not for anything like a Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO). We helped 
Gary write an easement that limited the number of animals that could be housed on the property so that his intent 
would be honored.

Now we are very pleased that two farmers, who happen to be Amish, have purchased the two parcels that make up the 
Collins Easement. But this posed a problem. The Amish style of agriculture uses horses for power rather than tractors. 
This quickly would put them over the top on the animal limit and make it impossible for them to farm the property. 

We recognized that their style of farming is definitely not a CAFO. We amended the easement to increase the number of 
animals in exchange for reducing the number of potential land splits. Gary’s wish to have the land farmed has come true. 
The cause of conservation has been served by ensuring that the potential for splitting the land has been greatly reduced. 
It was a win-win outcome and we feel good that donor intent has been honored. 

Gary would be smiling today if he could see a horse-drawn plow crossing the field, a shoeless child gently grooming a pet 
rabbit, and the sun rising over the green fields that were once his home.     

John Mitchell

Living in a Digital Age
Can you believe how fast everything seems to happen these days? There is so much going on that we can’t possibly tell 
you all that has happened from one hard copy issue of Heron Tracks to the next without some of it being rather dated. 
We don’t want to discontinue the hard copy and go all electronic; many of our supporters prefer a hard copy and many 
people learn about us by seeing the newsletter at a local business. But in a concession to the speed of today’s world, we 
have updated and added several other ways to stay in tune with our activities. 

We have just completed a total revision of our web site. Here you can find answers to frequently asked questions about 
easements and preserves, information about our projects and events, details about the locations of our accessible 
properties. If you haven’t been to the web site lately, check it out at www.ChippewaWatershedConservancy.org. 

We have created an e-Newsletter, called Chip Chat, which is distributed in between hard copy issues of Heron Tracks. If 
you would like to receive the e-Newsletter as well as electronic invitations to events, just give us a call or email us at 
info@ChippewaWatershedConservancy.org and ask to be added to the list. By the way, the new web site also includes an 
archive of past e-Newsletters.

We have an active Facebook page where we share details of activities, run periodic contests, and where our supporters 
can share information and pictures with us and with their friends. You can find our page at www.Facebook.com/
ChippewaWatershedConservancy. 

Finally, we have made it easy to contribute online, with either a one-time donation or a recurring contribution. On the web 
site you will find a donate button that gives you two options. You can contribute through Pay Pal or Network for Good. We 
are happy to receive support either way, but Network for Good offers an option for the donor to also cover the 
processing fee, thus making the full value of the contribution available to the CWC.

The traditional newsletter will still be going strong, but we hope you will take advantage of these other ways to stay 
abreast of what’s happening and perhaps even contribute a picture or a comment from time to time.
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We were fortunate again this summer to have another great slate of programs led by our volunteer subject matter 
experts. There is simply nothing like getting muddy boots and dirty hands with an expert to bring people close to nature. 
We began the new season of 4th Thursday activities in May with a bird walk. The opportunities to learn and explore have 
continued with four more walks. 

    Exploring the Ponds at Hall’s Lake Natural Area
Our second annual “Wet and Wild” aquatic insect 
identification workshop, led by Mike LeValley and Dr. Doug 
Valek, was a little later than last year, and the bug 
diversity was a little lower. But it didn’t stop 
participants from having a good time dipping into the 
seasonal soup of a woodland pool at the Hall’s Lake 
Natural Area. Insect diversity drops because many 
species have progressed through the larval stages and 
moved into other habitats later in their life cycles. But 

the predaceous diving beetles and water striders and mosquito and midge larvae still entertained. While only a few wood 
frogs remained, the pool was teeming with green frogs.

The Secret Lives of Ferns
Have you ever thought about how ferns differ 
from other plants? Do they have flowers? 
How do they reproduce? Are there guides to 
help identify different ferns?   Our stalwart 
leader, Dr. Doug Valek, answered these and 
many other questions about the lives of 
ferns. Participants learned about spores and 
fiddleheads and the reproductive cycle of the 
many varieties of ferns found at the Hall’s 
Lake Natural Area, where at least 11 species 
have been identified.

The Multi-colored World of Mushrooms
In August, Sister Marie Kopin led our walk on the Neely 
and Kabana preserves. Two dozen participants discovered 
a large variety of mushrooms, both edible and not. Even 
those that are not edible make beautiful pictures. 

Michigan’s Wonderful Wetlands
Dr. Doug Valek was our leader once again, on a walking tour 
to see examples of wetlands at the Hall’s Lake Natural Area. 
The 180-acre area contains an amazing variety of wetland 
habitats.
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Part of good stewardship is learning what’s out there. This helps guide our plans for protection and invasive species 
removal, and also aids in determining the health of our ecosystems. This summer we conducted extensive surveys on three 
preserves. 

Hall’s Lake
In June, a small group of dedicated volunteers made up of biology students, 
environmental educators and naturalists led by biologist Dr. Doug Valek cruised the 
wetlands of the Schaftenaar and Kabana preserves. 

S e ve ra l p l a n t s n o t p re v i o u s l y 
documented were encountered , 
including Tufted, or Swamp Loosestrife, 
Wild Calla and Common Arrowhead. A 
bit of good news was the discovery of 
gil led snails, a species that is 
intolerant of pollution. This is an 
indication that the vegetative buffer 
and the wetlands are adequately 
performing their function of filtering 
pollutants out of the surface and 
ground water. Wetland plants and small 
animals -- especially insects -- are 

essential links at the lowest levels of the food chain. A wetlands environment 
supports these plants and animals, which in turn support the larger animals that 
feed on them. While an otter or a trout may be a more attractive species to protect 
than some anonymous insect or plant, the latter are no less important in the 
overall scheme. If we diminish the lowest levels of the food chain, the higher levels will 
suffer as well.

Quigley Creek
Thursday, July 31st began auspiciously with the 
hoarse “coo – coo – coo – coo” call of a Yellow-
billed Cuckoo as our crew conducted the first 
systematic survey of flora and fauna at the 
Quigley Creek Natural Area since the CWC 
received the property in 2012. In about 6 
hours, more than 250 species were observed 
and identified. In addition to the cuckoo, the 
group encountered several notable plant 
species. A number of Lesser Purple Fringed 
Orchid, a species that had not been previously 
documented in Mecosta County in the USDA 
Plant Database, were found. Exceptionally tall 
growths of Southern Blue Flag Iris and Bracken 
Fern were noted and a stand of Eastern 

Hemlock is representative of the 
original pre- settlement vegetation 
found in the area. 

A survey provides qualitative and 
quantitative information about the 
identity, location, and abundance of 
plants and animals within the 
preserve. We wi l l be rout ine ly 
conducting surveys of the preserves 
to better understand current and 
future management needs.

Lesser Purple Fringed Orchid

Nicole Lavasseur standing 
in High Bracken Fern

Cathy Murray and Nicole Lavasseur 
work on an identification

Indian Pipe is a saprophytic plant that 
feeds on dead or decaying matter

Wild Calla Lily

Flora surveys are a team effort

Measurements are often important 
for plant identification
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Board of Advisors
Scott Bellinger
Michael Brockman
John Buckley
Donna Buckley 
John Caldwell
Brian Doughty
Norm Dzingle
Jim Hill
Jerry Jaloszynski
Don Nagler
Lori Rogers
Paul Siers

Scientific Board
John Grossa
Richard Moreau
Gilbert Starks
Doug Valek

Board of Directors
John Mitchell: President
Sue Ann Kopmeyer: Vice-President
Marilyn Fosburg: Secretary
Keith Frame: Treasurer
Jaime Griffis
Dyke Heinze
Tim Odykirk
Carey Pauquette 

CWC Land Protection
Successes 

31 Easements- 3,719 acres
19 Preserves - 488 acres

1 Government transfer - 2 acres
Total - 4,207 acres

 County     Acres
 Clare      1,966
 Gratiot     149
 Isabella     820
 Mecosta     491
 Montcalm     816
 Midland     8

Executive
Director
Stan Lilley

Thank You Volunteers 

Heron Tracks Production Mike Brockman
Preserve Stewardship Larry Schaftenaar, Jake Pollock, Bob Kohrman, Ryan Johns, Cathy Johns
Event Photography Judy Schaftenaar, Kathy Johns, Cathy Murray, Mike LeValley
Quigley Creek and Hall’s Lake Natural Area Flora and Fauna Surveys Doug Valek, Mike LeValley, Cathy Murray,
     Nicole Levasseur, Jake Pollock
4th Thursday Walks Doug Valek, Sister Marie Kopin, Mike LeValley
CMU Theta Zeta Pi Sorority for work at Sylvan Solace Preserve
Graphic Arts Support Pat Block
Title Investigation Greg Benford
Hall’s Lake Natural Area Trail Way Finding Signage Eagle Scout candidate Ryan Johns

We get so much more done because of our volunteers who generously give their time and energy

     Wildflowers Out West

One of our under visited preserves is the 79-acre Peterson Natural Area in Mecosta 
County. This property, a former childhood home and farm, was donated to the CWC from 
the estate of the late Alyce J. Peterson in 2008. 

On August 16, 2014, our first ever wildflower walk there identified more than 70 species 
present. Some of the showier specimens included Cutleaf Coneflower, Common Water 
Hemlock, Wild Bergamot, Joe Pyeweed, Boneset, Chickory and several species of goldenrod.

      The Peterson Natural Area is open year-round. 

Water hemlock is pretty,
 but poisonous

Some plants were saved 
for further study

Some flowers were photographed 
for  further study

Group identification effort 
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Contributors May 18 - September 22, 2014

Thank You for Your Support

Benefactor 
Marilyn & Gordon Fosburg
Dykstra & Phyllis Heinze
Steve & Debbie Martineau
John & Jean Mitchell
Dianne & Michael Morey
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
Phyllis Wegner

Sustainer
Anonymous
John & Julie Arnold
Dayco Products, LLC
Adonna Kennedy
Ginger Kjolhede
Anne Messinger
Donald & Karen Stearns
E. Diane Tope

Guardian 

Ken & Carol Baker
Ann Brockman
Linda & Bill Browne
Al & Cindy Bryan
Bob & Elaine Connell
Bud & Virginia Fisher

Keith & Mary Frame
F. Wesley Greene
James & Mary Hageman
Kathy & Alan Johns
Pat & Stan Lilley
Robert & Susan Martin

Myles McNally
Michael Brockman
   & Marcia Taylor
Dr. Ron & Marilyn Rolph
David C. Shepherd
Mark & Shelly Smith

Donald Stephen
Steve & Carrie Tluczek
Robert & Maurine Weisenburger
James & Dianne Wilson

Defender 

Anonymous
John & Donna Buckley
Eunice Burgess
Charles & Peggy Burke
Betty & Bruce Chaffee
Ruth Chapman
Dr. Stephen & Patricia 
Chase
Betty & Bob Clason
Gaylord & Marilyn Courter
Harold & Beverly Crawley
Diane Current

James & Elizabeth Dealing
Dr. Kimber DeWitt
Richard & Brenda Donley
Pat Farley
Jim & Angie Felton
Joseph & Mary Gamble
Dr. Jim & Mary Gillingham
John Harkins
Ed & Ruth Helwig
Carole Heydenburg
Ron Hodgson
Ginger Judge

Steve & Sue Kennedy
Sue Knight
Bob & Cordelia Kohrman
Dolores Lawrence
John & Cil Lorand
Pete & Sheri Loubert
Barbara & Timothy Maness
Mark Freed 
   & Brooke Harrison
Michael J. Libbee 
   & Kristin M. Sheridan
Dan & Sharon Milan

Alan & Peggy Minert
Tom & Gisela Moffit
Dixie Neier
Jack & Cora Neyer
Ray Davies & Susan Griffith
William & Claudia Roth
Ara & Barbara Sheperdigian
Don & Gloria Sowle
Winifred Sponseller
Terry & Marcia Stacy
Larry L. Thomas
Virginia Haight & Gary Kramer

Supporter
Anonymous
Bruce Allen
Greg Benford
Jim & Marilyn Bidwell
Sue & John Bradac
Zachary & Moira Branigan
Jeff & Arlene Cleveland
W. Larry Collins
Harold & Mary Cook
Norman & Marilyn Dzingle
Ed & Nedra Fisher

Richard & Katherine Godbold
Ralph Hahnenberg
Roger & Louise Hammer
Tim & Nancy Hartshorne
Joe D. Hayes
Robert & Catherine Janson
Jeff Scofield & Nancy Seefelt
John Robertson 
    & Nina Nash-Robertson
Sue Ann Kopmeyer
Albert & Nancy Lewis

Richard & Diana Moreau
Cathy & Alex Murray
Richard & Joyce Nisbet
Drs. Mary C. 
   & Peter Obuchowski
Bill & Wanda Odykirk
Rose Prasad
Dr. Alan Quick
George & Fran Rouman
David L. & Joy D. Smith
Ronald & Paula Smith

Stanley & Marilyn Smith
Bill Sowle
Larry & Sue Sych
Bill & Dorothy Theunissen
Jack & Sally Weisenburger
Jim & Carol Wojcik
Dan & Millie Wujek
Marilyn Zorn

Regular
Anonymous
Richard & Susan Clemmer
Doris Dale
Allen E. Demarest
Betty J. Dickey
Richard Dietrich
Louis & Sue Ecker
Marilyn Erickson
Michael Fisher

Jan & Charlotte Fokens
Angela Hackett
Linda Hopp
Charles & Linda Howard
Ashley Jarrett
Curtis & Anne Jensen
Lou & Sandy Jensen
Ryan Johns
Joan A. Kadler

Dave & Lalita Kennedy
Valerie Kerr
Charlie & Jane Kiel
Karen Wood Lee
Frances Lichtman
Carol N. Miller
Linda Neely
Mary Ann O’Neil
Patricia Podoll

Kay Purtill
Jeanne Reese
Juanita Shaffer
Betty Stephenson
Maynard & Gladys Strong
Bobby Tolley
Sally Van Cise
Leone Weber

Honor Of
John & Cil Lorand by Ray Davies & Susan Griffith

Memory Of
Gary Knight by Diane Tope
Rick Martin by Kathy & Alan Johns
George “Bud” Kline by Dolores Lawrence
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CWC Wish List
We can always use your help with these:

1st class stamps    -     Business-size envelopes    -    Gas cards    -    Newsletter print sponsorship
Call 989-772-5777 or email info@ChippewaWatershedConservancy.org to discuss.

Yes! I want to help the Chippewa Watershed Conservancy                                                                           
Here is my tax deductible contribution:
___$25 (Regular)
___$50 (Supporter)
___$100 (Defender)
___$250 (Guardian)
___$500 (Sustainer)
___$1000 (Benefactor)
___Other $_________
___I wish to remain anonymous
___I wish to receive the
      newsletter Electronically

! ! ! ! ! ! Make check to:   Chippewa Watershed Conservancy
! ! ! ! ! ! Mail check to:     PO Box 896
! ! ! ! ! ! !                 Mount Pleasant, MI  48804-0896

!

Member Name: _______________________________________________
   (as you want it to appear in our newsletter)
Address ______________________________________________________

State:___________  Zip: _________  Email: ________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________

___Check Enclosed      OR      Bill my ____Visa   ___ Mastercard
Card#________________________________Expiration______________                          
CCV#______________________

Protecting Central Michigan’s
Valuable Natural Resources NL_314

http://www.chippewawatershedconservancy.org
http://www.chippewawatershedconservancy.org

